Neural aging: speculation.
This communication attempts to explain the absence of mitosis in cortical neurons of adult mammals in terms of defective proteolysis and a hypothetical proteolysis-inhibiting factor (PIF). Highly speculative hypotheses offer an explanation for aging at the cellular level. The speculations are analyzed in terms of Sacher's action principle for mammalian longevity, which is based on encephalization, metabolic rate, and body temperature.